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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ENVI RONMENTAL
| MPACT STATEMENT
FOR DEPLETED URANI UM HEXAFLUORI DE
CONVERSI ON FACI LI TI ES

AT PORTSMOUTH, OHI O AND PADUCAH, KENTUCKY

SCOPI NG MEETI NG

Novenmber 28, 2001.

6:00 p.m

Ri ff e Beavercreek Vocational Schoo

175 Beavercreek Road

Pi keton, Chi o 45661

FACI LI TATORS: Darryl Arnstrong

Har ol d Munr oe

Kevi n Shaw

Gary Hartman
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MR ARMSTRONG. | have 6:00,
according to my watch. Good evening, |adies
and gentlemen. |If you'll please take your
seats, we'll get started. This nmeeting is
now officially convened.

On behal f of DOE, we thank you for
attendi ng the environmental inpact
statenent, or EI'S, scoping nmeeting this
eveni ng for the depleted urani um conversion
facilities. M nanme is Darryl Armstrong. |
am an i ndependent and nutual facilitator
hired by agenci es such as the DOE for

nmeetings such as this conducted throughout

the United States. |'ma small business
menber of UMAY. | |ive and work out of
Eddyvill e, Kentucky. | amnot an enpl oyee

or a representative of the DOE, or any other
federal or state agency, nor am| in any
ki nd of deci sion-making role.

My responsibility this evening is to
ensure that we start this nmeeting on tine
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and that we end this neeting on tine. | am
responsi ble for ensuring that each and every
person that wi shes to speak on this subject
toni ght has the opportunity to do so. To
acconplish this, I will need your help, and
"1l explain in a few m nutes how you can
assist ne in helping this neeting be
successful and how, by working together, we
can acconplish the task of getting everyone
who w shes to speak on the public record.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is
twofold. First, to provide you an updated
information on this project and, second, to
get your coments and input on the
environnent al inpact statement, which is
al so known as a EIS, that the DOCE is
preparing. The environnmental inpact
statement concerns the construction
operation, maintenance, and decontam nation
and decomni ssion of the depleted urani um
hexafl uoride facilities in Portsnouth, Chio,
and Paducah, Kentucky.

As required by law, a notice of
public intent was published in the Federa

Pr of essi onal Reporters, Inc.
(614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Regi ster on September 18, 2001. The notice
is also available in the DOE public neeting
rooms, which are also called at sone tines
i nformation resource centers, and can be
viewed at the Internet web site.

I's there anyone in the room now who
does not understand the purpose of tonight's
neeti ng?

Before | provide you a little
background, let me ask, is there anyone who
needs a set of the fact sheets, a brochure?
They are avail able over at the presentation
table, | believe, right over to the left
here where Harold is sitting. These fact
sheets are avail able for your use this
evening and will provide you sone val uabl e
i nfornmation.

A little background. The Departnment
of Energy, also known as DCE -- and because
this is a federal program you will here a
I ot of acronyns tonight. |If you don't
under stand those acronyns, please stop and
ask us. DOE has about 700,000 netric tons
of denuded urani um hexafl uoride stored in
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about 650,000 -- stored in cylinders in
Paducah, Kentucky, Portsnouth, GChio, and at
K- 25, which is now another one that is the
East man, Tennessee Technol ogy Park in QCak
Ri dge, Tennessee.

The notice of intent, which is also
called the NO, lists DOE' s preferred
alternative. In other words, what the DOE
woul d prefer to do is this, they would
prefer to construct two urani um hexafl uoride
conversion facilities. One of the
facilities would be located in the Paducah
gaseous diffusion plant in Paducah
Kent ucky, and the other would be | ocated at
t he Portsnouth gaseous diffusion plant in
Portsmouth. The facility's technol ogy park
in Gak Ridge woul d be noved to Portsnouth
Ohi o, for conversion

Now, prior to beginning the coment
period this evening, this is how the agenda
will flow The DCE |local acting site
manager, Harold Minroe, will have sone
i ntroductory conments. | wll introduce
Kevi n Shaw from the DOE environnental
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managenent in Washington and he will update
everyone about their progress. Wen

M. Shaw is finished, | will return to the
podi umto begin a question-and-answer
session and a formal coment period.

As | have said, the DCE is asking
for your coments, your ideas, your
suggesti ons, and questions about the
proposed scope of the environmental inpact
statement, including the prelinmnary list of
alternatives and i ssues to be consi dered.

Those of you who wish to come
forward and speak on this subject should
first nake sure you have registered at the
table here at the door. Those registration
sheets will be used to call you to the
nm crophone to speak.

Now | et nme ask the lady that was
regi stering, how many fol ks did we end up
havi ng?

HEI DI HARTMAN: Ri ght now there are
t wo.

MR, ARMSTRONG. Right now there are
two. Since there are only two peopl e who
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wi sh to speak, | will be very infornmal and
set no tine linmt for discussion. Wen you
have fini shed your concluding remarks -- or
| ask that you would pl ease summari ze.

will ask that you please do summari ze your
remarks. Then I will call the next speaker
If you have witten comrents, | would ask
that you provide it to us, and we will see
that it's entered into the record.

If you have commrents, questions, or
i deas that you wish to share, but don't wi sh
to speak at this mcrophone -- which | wll
bring to you now since this is a pretty
informal nmeeting -- at this stage you will
find comrent sheets over at this table,
which are avail able for you to wite your
conmments on or your questions on and return
themto M. Shaw, either by tonight --
ei ther tonight or by mail or by fax.

And you should be aware that this
neeting is being transcribed and an offi cial
docunent will be prepared fromthe record.
That nmeans that everything that is said
tonight will be recorded and placed into the
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of ficial docunment. Qur court reporter this
evening is Dawn Morrison. She's with

Pr of essi onal Reporters, Inc., out of

Col unmbus, ©Chi o.

I s there anyone now who does not
understand the process that we will follow
this evening? As interested citizens and
tax payers, this scoping neeting provides
you the opportunity to be updated on the
status of this project by those people
responsi ble for this project. It also,
| adi es and gentl ermen, seeks your public
i nvol venent by providing you the opportunity
to make your comments or renarks and get
your questions or issues into the public
record.

This record will be reviewed and al
i nformati on gathered at these neetings wll
be considered in the final analysis. The
transcripts fromthis neeting will be made
available in the project web site, and that
address is on the back of this brochure
(indicates). A scoping sumrary report wll
al so be prepared and be made avail abl e at
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the sane web site.

To rem nd everyone, the outcone of
this meeting tonight is a witten report of
your conments, questions, and suggestions on
t he proposed code of work of the EIS. This
neeting is provided to provide you, as an
i nterested nmenber of the public, to provide
that input in an orderly and systematic
manner .

Is there anyone that doesn't
under stand, then, what we expect to get out
of the neeting tonight?

This is where | need your assistance
to ensure that everyone who w shes tonight
has the opportunity to be heard. Be sure,
if you would, to have signed up at the
regi stration table.

When | begin the public coment
period, | will first ask as a courtesy if
there are any public officials at the state
and | ocal |evel who wish to speak. Wen
have done that, | will ask those who have
regi stered to speak. Please note that there
will be no sharing tine or giving of tine to
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other participants. Al people who wish to
speak will be asked to conclude their
remarks, if their remarks get too | engthy,
and | will thank you for doing so.

At the end of the speakers, | wll
ask if there is anyone who would like to
speak that has not signed up, and | will
also ask if there is anyone who wi shes to
extend their remarks.

I s there anyone who does not
under stand how the process of the comrent
period will then flow? Then let's begin
with a wel come and introductory coments by
Harol d Munroe, the DOE acting site manager.

MR, MUNROE: Thank you, Darryl. |
want to wel cone all of you to this very
i mportant gathering. Again, as Darryl
mentioned several times, it's an opportunity
for you stakehol ders, the fol ks who are
involved in the area, to conme forth and give
us your comments, your input, your
suggesti ons, your ideas. They're very
i nportant to us.

The other thing | want to nention,
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ny wife wants to make sure you all knew t hat
the nane is "acting site manager," so that
means | will not be here so long. |,
hopeful ly, get to go back hone.

| appreciate all of you com ng and
| ook forward to hearing your ideas and
coments. Thank you very nuch.

MR, ARMSTRONG  Thank you
M. Minroe. The next speaker this evening
will be Kevin Shaw with the DOE, and | would
like to ask if you wish, please, to hold any
guestions that you mght have until the end
of M. Shaw s presentation, since many of
t he questions you may have nay be answered
t hr oughout his presentation. |If you would
pl ease just jot those questions down on the
back of the fact sheet, and we will get to
themin a formal session at the end of this
presentati on. However, if you have need for
clarification on something, for exanple,
there's an acronym you don't under st and,
pl ease rai se your hand, and |I'msure M.
Shaw wi || recogni ze you and clarify the
acronym for you.
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When M. Shaw is finished, | wll
return and conduct a fornal
guesti on- and- answer session about his
presentation, and then we will begin the
formal conment period. Kevin?

MR SHAW  Thank you, Darryl.
Everybody hear ne? Can everybody hear ne
without this thing? Gkay. | usually talk a
little bit better without this. Again, ny
nane is Kevin Shaw. | amthe DOE s program
manager through the C eveland --you can't
hear me? Sorry. | amthe program manager

Now, one acronym | wll use a lot,
DUF- 6, which sinply neans urani um
hexafluoride. Again, 1'd |ike to thank you
folks for taking tine out of your busy
schedul es to neet here tonight. And | think
tonight I'd like to introduce people who are
going to be very nuch involved in preparing
this environnental inpact statenent, the
El S.

First, the docunent nmanager, a
gentl eman by the name of Gary Hartman
Gary -- he's right back here. Gary is with
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t he Departnent of Energy at the Oak Ridge
operations office. Gary will be supported
by a team of fol ks from Argonne Nati ona
Laboratory. Lead witer is M. Fred
Mannette, who is up here doing the slides
for me, and he is supported on GASPER; Hei di
Hartman, and -- let's see, where is -- Hali
Avci and Marsha Gol drman

I've al so introduced these peopl e,
because if you haven't got the point yet,
public speaking is not exactly one of ny
strong points. So if | happen to go al ong
and not -- fully engage nmy nmouth and not
engage ny brain, they're going to raise
their hand and say, Kevin, what is this?

Wth that, let's go to the next
slide. That's really a great slide. It
doesn't show up very well, does it? Let ne
tell you what I"'mtrying to say in this
slide. Since 1980 the denuded uranium
program has been part of what the Depart nent
cal l ed urani um prograns, and the
responsi bility for those urani um programns
has been within the Departnent's O fice of
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Nucl ear Science and Technology. |In fisca
year 2001 Congress decided to conbine two
fundi ng accounts, the D and E fund, which is
the noni es that cone and pay for

envi ronnent al cl eanup going on at the
Paducah, Cak Ri dge, and Portsnouth gaseous
di ffusion sites, and the nonies which are
used to pay to support the uranium program
activities. This fund was called the
uranium facilities maintenance and

renmedi ation form or UFMR, and Congress

pl aced the responsibility for managi ng t hese
funds within the O fice of Environnenta
Managenment. Therefore, the Department

deci ded, from a managenent aspect, to shift
the responsibility for the urani um program

i ncluding the DUF-6 program from Nucl ear
Energy over to the Ofice of Environnenta
Managenent .

I know you can't see this very well,
so what we have here is this -- the
assistant of the sector of environmenta
managemnment right here. This area right here
is the office of site closure, EMBO, and the
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urani um program ended up in the OGak Ri dge
Ofice of Site Closure, or EM32.

This is the DUF-6 managenent
program s mission statement. Can everybody
in the back read this? 1'Il read it if you
need to. Now, it's a standard m ssion
statenent, but what makes it very, very
i mportant is the inventory.

Next slide.

And when | say, "the inventory,"
nean a | ot of inventory: 57,633 cylinders,
704 geonetric tons of depleted urani um
hexafl uoride. Now, what does that all nean?
Well, a cylinder is about 12 feet |ong,
about 4 feet in dianeter, circle, about the
l ength of the size of one of these new VW
Beetles. But it weighs -- it's the
equi val ent of -- one of these cylinders is
the equivalent to the weight of 12 Beetles.
The material is that dense. How nmany
cylinders does that represent? |[|f you line
up those cylinders end to end, it represents
136 miles. It takes up an area of
approxi mnately 43acres, between three sites.

Pr of essi onal Reporters, Inc.
(614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

16

The wei ght represents approxi mately 1/10 of
the weight of the Great Pyramid, six
aircraft carriers. It's a lot of stuff.

Next slide, please.

Why are we concerned about this?
Wel I, we've accunul ated the cylinders over
50 years, and the conditions that we've
mai nt ai ned these cylinders in has been --
(Noise) -- did | do that? Thank you
Darryl. W' ve had breaches, cylinders
rusting, corroded conditions. The yards are
not that great. | don't know if you can see
this in the back, but this is gravel quartz,
and this cylinder is actually comng into
contact with the quartz, and this is wood
shock splitting in the back. Sonme pretty
exaggerated conditions.

W' ve been criticized for it by the
regulators -- State of Chio, Tennessee,
Kentucky -- called the Defense Nucl ear
Safety, or what | call the Defense Board.
W' ve addressed nany of the issues -- not
conmpl etely begun to -- with the Defense
Board. We've even been able to close out
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the 95-1 recommendation in Decenber of 1999.

Next slide, please.

VWhat |'mleading up to say is that
cylinder managenent is a big deal as far as
the DUF-6 programis concerned, and we've
made sone significant progress. You can see
this individual is preparing one of the
skirts for painting. W've got concrete
yards now where we inspect the cylinders, so
peopl e can actually wal k down roads and do
i nspections of the cylinders. W're not
where | want themto be yet, but we're
working at it.

And | bring this up again and again
in all the nmeetings that | go to in that
cylinder safety, cylinder managenment, is the
core of this whole program |f we don't
keep the cylinders safe, we won't be doing
the conversion, we'll be addressing the
safety of the cylinders first, and then --
next slide.

W understand, though, that we can't
keep storing these things forever. W need
to do sonmething with them So back in 1994
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we started a neater approach with respect to
determ ni ng what the | ong-term managenent of
depl et ed urani um hexafl uori de the Depart ment
had. It's a two-tiered approach. The first
tier was the programmati c environnenta
i npact statenment, PEIS. The second is the
site-specific EI'S, which we're about to
enbar k upon right now.

Next slide, please. You folks in
t he back read that? People saying --
noddi ng their heads back and forth. Okay.

The PEIS -- and the record of
deci sion associated with it were called ROD
The PEIS took a | ook at these alternatives:
No action, continued storage of the DUF-6,
storage of the oxide, use of the storage
oxi de, use of the oxide, but not at any site
| ocation. It was very generic. It was just
taking a |l ook at different types of
al ternatives.

We published a draft PEI'S Decenber
1997, and in that draft PEIS we stated
that -- what we would prefer to do. The
Depart ment was not to begin conversion unti
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we identified use for the converted
material. Got nore than 600 coments about
it in that draft PEIS. The vast majority of
the conments were, don't wait for use, begin
conver si on.

The final PEIS was issued in Apri
'99, and it basically said the preferred
alternative for the final PEIS was, begin
conversion as soon as possible. It didn't
say where, it just said, begin conversion as
soon as possi bl e.

The record of decision was issued in
August of 1999. The record of decision says
begi n conversion pronptly, and the
conversion facilities built should be
consistent with the plan subnitted in
response to Public Law 105204 and consi st ent
wi t h NEPA.

Next slide.

Let me say a few words about Public
Law 105204. It was a law issued sonetine in
July 1988, sonetinmes called the M:Connel
Act, which directed the Department to
prepare a plan -- that's all, just prepare a
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plan -- to establish facilities that wll
treat recycled DUF-6 inventory. Facilities
are to be built at Portsmouth and Paducah,
and construction was to begin by January 31
2004. The final plan was submitted to
Congress in July of '99, and that plan was

i ncorporated into the record of decision for
the PEI'S that was issued in August '99.

Next slide.

In Cctober of 2000 we issued an RFP
to design, build, and operate for a period
of five years conversion facilities, one at
Portsnout h, one at Paducah. The design of
t hese conversion facilities needed to be
such that the Paducah facility woul d have
the capability of converting all the
materi al at Paducah, Kentucky, within 25
years. The design of the Portsnouth
facility nust be such that it can convert
the ampbunt of material that's here in
Portsmouth and the material that is
transferred from Cak Ridge up here in a
25-year period al so.

These are the other mmjor aspects of
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the contract once it's awarded: Mintain
the DUF-6 inventories and, also, the
conversion programinventories. A key note
here, or point, is that we've only all owed
t he conversion contractor six nonths' worth
of the storage on-site for the conversion
process. That neans that if they don't have
a use for the material, they package it up
and they send it to a disposal site. The
ot her aspects of the contract: Transporting
the cylinders fromETP Cak Ridge up to
Portsmout h for conversion, arranging for the
transportation of the excess materi al
conversion material, to appropriate di sposa
facilities.

The contract is really a
per f or mance- based contract. W' re not
necessarily going to tell the conversion
contractors how to do their work, but we
have sent some perfornmance program requests,
and two very inportant ones is construction
needs to begin by January 2004 and the
cylinders need to be transported out of Qak
Ri dge by Decenber 2009.

Pr of essi onal Reporters, Inc.
(614) 460-5000 or (800) 229-0675



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

22

Next slide.

So now we're to the point where this
slide is simlar to the other slide that I
showed you with respect to the PEIS and the
ROD. In the NO for the EIS, we've proposed
the following alternatives: No action
alternative, which is a NEPA requirenent;
one plant -- and one plant would be built
ei ther at Portsnmouth or Paducah, the two
pl ants' option, which is building one both
at Portsmout h and Paducah, which is our
preferred option.

W're also going to be taking a | ook
at existing conversion capabilities. These
are comercial fuel fabricators in the
United States that have the capability of
taking DUF-6 to an oxi de.

One of the things we're hoping to
get fromthe public is, are there other
possibilities, are there other alternatives
that you feel we should consider, or are we
| ooki ng at too many ideas? Likew se, these
are the requirenments,the i ssues we plan to
eval uate associated with perform ng any of
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these alternatives: The construction and
operations, naintenance and D and D of the

facility, transporting the cylinders from

Cak Ridge to a conversion site. And we'd be

taking a | ook at transporting both to
Portsmouth and to Paducah. That's part of
t he NEPA program W need to | ook at al
the alternatives and, |ikew se, the
transportati on of conversion products not
being officially used to a disposal site.
Agai n, the question we would ask of you
folks: Is there anything else that we
shoul d be consi dering?

Finally, what's the decision? W
expect to go to the decision maker
logically, the Secretary of Energy, what
alternative to follow in inplenmenting the
begi nni ng conversi on program PEIS
conver si on deci si on.

That brings ne to this slide. W
are seeking your input. As Darryl said,
this is your opportunity to be involved in
the process. There's a nunmber of ways. W
can obtain your coments tonight formally.
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We al so have coment cards that you can
submit tonight, or nail. You can e-nmail
your coments. You can al so fax your
comments to him The comrent period will
be, as Darryl said, open until the 11th of

January, 2002.

What happens next? Well, Darryl did

a very good job of explaining that the
transcripts fromthe scoping neetings wll
be placed in the -- | always get this
confused -- reading roomand infornmation
resource roons in Paducah, Portsnouth, Oak
Ri dge and, al so, DOE headquarters. W'l
al so put a copy of it up on the DOE web
site.

We hope to have the draft out in
June 2002. Additional details associated
with public nmeetings to provide coments
will be provided in a Federal Register
notice shortly before it's published. The
final EIS we hope to have by January 2003,
and the record of decision, no earlier
than -- it's 30 days of the final PEIS.

Next slide.
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Finally, as | alluded to in the
previous slide, we have what's called the
DUF- 6 managenent web site. This is the
address of it up here. | hope everybody can
read that. There is a wealth of informtion
on that web site. The one that's on the
very first page that | would point everybody
out to is the one down here, mailing list.
| send out nmass e-nails with the status of
the project regularly. | try to, anyway.
And if you're not on the mailing list,
pl ease sign up. Okay. If you don't
renenmber if you are or not, go ahead and
sign up again.

That's it. Darryl?

Thank you very much.

MR, ARMSTRONG. |Is there anyone who
has a question about the presentation you
just heard? |If you'll please raise your
hand, 1'Il bring the m crophone to you.

It's inportant that you speak into the
nm crophone so we can get everybody on the
public record. Yes, nm'am

UNI DENTI FI ED:  According to your
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presentation, PL15204 says that two plants
nmust be considered or nust be built, if it
appears as though you're taking coments on
the possibility of building one plant,
anything to have an off-site conversion.
Isn't that contra to the | aw?

MR, MUNROE: The | aw says nake a
pl an, but the |law doesn't say you have to
execute the plan. Therefore, the | awers
that advise me at the Departnment say,
because of that, we need to consider
reasonabl e alternatives. Well, a reasonable
alternative is possibly building one plant
in either of the two sites. Darryl?

MR, ARMSTRONG O her questions?
Let me also nmention, it's been pointed out
to me that if you wish to have your nane in
the official docunent, please state your
full name before you ask your question

DAN M NTNER: |s the perception that
DCE woul d consider that the government woul d
fund those other options, neaning -- refer
to this as a con? Also, sone drivers at the
Portsmouth facility froman EPA point that
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we have to convert this material. There's
been sone information provided to the EPA
that we -- this is the way we do it. The
El S says, we do it the other way. |Is it
your opinion, or |lawers' opinion, that
there woul d be any other, other than the
prescribed 104254? 1s it DOE' s opinion that
t here woul d be any funding for anything

ot her than what the |aw prescribes?

MR. SHAW Yes. | nmean, right now
we' re proceeding with the procurenent
t hrough the RFP process, asking for
contractors to cone in, design and build and
operate two facilities. That's our
preferred alternative. That's what we're
proceeding to do.

DAN M NTNER: That's what Congress
approved, nmoney for both sides, so on and so
forth?

MR SHAW So far we have not -- we
have asked for noney to support awarding the
RFP, but we have to take a | ook at
reasonable alternatives in the EIS. So I'm
not exactly sure if |I'manswering the
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qguesti on.

DAN M NTNER: | don't think so.

What |'m saying, those other alternatives
are not the will of Congress. What
expectation do you think they could ever be
funded, so how do you think this are
alternative funding sources to pay for

t hose?

MR, SHAW | f Congress nandated that
we'd have to build two plants, then Public
Law 105204 shoul d have been prepared,
pl anned and executed. But Public Law 105204
doesn't say that, it just says make a plan
And down at the bottomit says, this is the
wi | I of Congress.

DAN M NTNER:  You might want to talk
to the | awmakers that created that law in
Ohi o and Kentucky. | think they can give
you a clear interpretation, and | believe
they have since -- and again, | don't think
there's really a nmention that there will be
any funding if not followed according to the
| aw as prescribed, period.
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MR SHAW But we still need to take
a |l ook at what are considered to reasonable
alternatives.

DAN M NTNER: Can they be
reasonabl e?

MR. SHAW NEPA doesn't take that
into account. |Is this a reasonable
alternative? It is.

DAN M NTNER: It's reasonable. It
pl ans on an inpossibility then

MR SHAW |Is it your opinion that
it's an inpossibility?

DAN M NTNER: |If there's not
funding, it would be difficult to pay for
it.

MR SHAW That's true, but there's
still funding there.

DAN M NTNER: There is not funding
for the funding to provide this. There's
funding for planning. 10 million dollars on
two is the level | see now, but that's what
| see at both sites. That's not to ship it
to alternative |ocation.

MR. SHAW | f Congress doesn't want
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us to take a | ook at what NEPA says with
respect to reasonable alternative, then the
Congress needs to tell us that.

DAN M NTNER: Beyond 204, that they
wi sh for clear direction. There's a phrase
fromlawrakers that it is to be two plants
beyond the | aw that you have before you. |Is
that correct?

MR, SHAW | woul d say, based on
what |'ve been advi sed, yes.

DAN M NTNER:  Yes.

MR, ARMSTRONG. Ot her questions
about the presentation?

MR SHAW  Thank you.

MR, ARMSTRONG. Wil e |I'mthinking
about it, if.you took one of these coment
sheets, there's a correction that you need
to make on here. Were it says, "Coments
nust be received no later than" -- scratch
out 26 Novenber 2001 and insert 11 January
2002.

"1l now begin the formal coment
period. |[|'ve had three folks sign up. Let
nme ask, are there any federal, state, or
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| ocal officials who wish to speak at this
time? Please step forward

GRAHAM M TCHELL: My nane is Graham
Mtchell with the State of Chio
Envi ronnental Protection Agency. Since the
| ate 1980s Ohi o EPA has been concerned about
t he | ong-term nanagenent issues with the
t housands of depl eted urani um hexafl uori de
cylinders currently in storage at the
Portsnouth site. The problemwith this
agi ng popul ation of cylinders will only get
worse over tine and the cost of managing
themw || continue to increase.

When t he problem of the cylinder
management site at Portsmouth becane
apparent, Ohio EPA cited DOE in 1990 with
vi ol ati ons of GChi o hazardous waste
regul ations. To resolve the ensuing
enforcenent case agai nst DOE, Chio EPA and
DOE signed orders in 1998 that set forth how
DOE nust manage the cylinders in the
Portsnouth site. The orders require DCE to
regularly inspect, test, and maintain the
cylinders and the cylinder yards, and to
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clean up DUF-6 that night be released in the
event of a breached cyli nder

The orders al so included a
contingency plan and presented a know edge
of depl eted urani um hexafluoride. In other
words, the orders require DOE to nmintain
safe use of the depl eted urani um
hexafl uoride. As part of these good faith
efforts, DOE is now eval uating the various
alternatives to convert DUF6 into a safer
formfor long-term storage and di sposal

For the past several years
representatives of Chio, Kentucky, and
Tennessee have been neeting with DCE to
address the problenms that exist with these
cylinders in all three states. |n general
we support DOE's preferred alternative of
bui |l di ng two conversion plants, one at
Portsmout h and one at Paducah. W al so
agree that the uranium hexafl uoride
currently in storage at Cak Ridge shoul d be
safely transported to the Portsmouth site
for conversion after the conversion plants
are constructed.
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Through this NEPA process, we are
very interested in hearing from stakehol ders
and other interested parties about the best
alternatives to convert and nanage the DUF-6
i nventory, and there are many very inportant
issues to resolve related to safer
conversi on, storage of by-products,
transportation, and di sposal options.

We | ook forward to your input into
t he process. Thank you.

Let ne check the registration. |
have two ot her people that have signed up to
speak. |Is there anyone else? Vinea Colley?

VINA COLLEY: 1'mgoing to give you
this for the adm nistrative record and
project things that are on the Freedom of
Informati on and a cancer status here and ask
that all be put in the record.

MR, ARMSTRONG If you'd like, you
can just use this nmicrophone here.

VI NA COLLEY: I'msorry. M
bronchitis is acting up. M nane is Vina
Colley, and |I'm president of the group
cal | ed PRESS, Portsnouth/Piketon Residents
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for Environnental Safety and Security.
We're a nenber of the MIlitary Toxics
Project and alliance in accountability, A&A

Past patterns and practices of the
DCE in handling DU-6 need to be nodernized
and updated in accordance with what we know
today. In the best of conditions, the
cylinders are probably not a real or
frequent threat; however, special attention
needs to be given to these cylinders for
conversion. Fail-safe handling procedures
shoul d be established based on the foll ow ng
criteria: No deteriorated condition of
cylinders; the presence of highly toxic
transuranic el ements and HF gas; the high
l'ikelihood that breaches will occur; they
need a response team at every site to manage
a breach; and traveling hazardous naterial s,
HAZMAT, teans shoul d acconpany each shi prent
for breaches that occur en route.

Usi ng data al ready being used by the
heal t h care and insurances industries, we
can nore accurately predict exposures, the
resulting illnesses, and put new fail-safe
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procedures in place. This data should be
col l ected and made avail able for public and
i ndependent analysis. This will ensure that
the information is being used for the
benefit and protection of a new generation
of workers in futures operations.

Many tinmes the DOE has cited that
the I ack of data has hanpered their efforts
to be accountable. The health care and
i nsurance industries have copi ous amounts of
data about the nortality and norbidity rates
in the comunities and areas surroundi ng
t hese sites.

The I ocal hospitals, doctors, and
i nsurance agents own the data to prove a
link between the people's illnesses and the
DOE site. |'ve attached a formthat cane
fromWestern Southern Life Insurance Conmpany
in 1992 showi ng the Scioto Counties -- shows
a cancer cluster. The data is there and
there are no nore excuses.

In 1992 Scioto County had 439 cases
of cancer, new cases. Piketon had 30 cases
and, of course, we know that npbst people
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either go to Scioto County or they go out of
town for cancer.

Usually -- include the follow ng
concerns when setting the scope of the
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent and/or
Assessnent. \Wen consi dering the geographic
scope, we ask the follow ng be included, but
not limted to: O f-site contani nation of
the air, water, and soil; and the quality --
air quality effects from past patterns and
practices, particularly the fornula of HF
gas when the DUF-6 is exposed to the air,
and what happens when it travels off-site?

Water quality effects including but
not limted to the stream the watershed
the river basin and aquifers; effects of the
resident wildlife. The fish that remain are
deformed with horns. In Piketon there are
def ormed snall farm animals and radi oactive
fish in the nearby rivers; deformed deer and
snal | er manmal popul ati ons.

When consi dering the cunul ative
environnental effects include, but shall not
be limted to, the frequent and repetitive
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effects on the environnment; i.e., the
continuous risk of handling the old
contai ners and the buildup of contam nants
in infrastructure with repeated exposures
and breaches; include the del ayed effects of
radi ati on exposure; health nonitoring |ong
after exposures, inventory plants and
wildlife to nonitor migration of DNA defects
fromexposure as it noves up the food chain;
study the additive effects of the nmultiple
contami nants in the environnent; indirect
and secondary effects; i.e., no other
industries will relocate to the area because
of the high rate of illness and sick work
force.

Davi d Koslowski -- I'mnot sure if
"' m pronouncing his name right -- said,
"Urani um hexafl uoride is highly corrosive.
Sites such as Piketon, he said, are regarded
as potential general energency sites by the
DCOE, neaning if there is a gaseous
formation, it could require evacuation of
nearby areas. Cylinders that are described
by DOE as "slightly contam nated" becone a
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probl em equal to high-1level radioactive
wast e as they age because of daughter
products of the contami nants and the DUF-6
that are formed during decay.

Before 1992 the Piketon site
accepted high assay nmaterial from
i nternational sources and down-blended it to
make is usable in the U S. market. W would
like the foreign DUF-6 eval uated for
transuranic el ements, because we have no
know edge of how the waste was generated,
handl ed or stored, and it could contain high
amounts of toxic contam nants that we will
know not hi ng about until we test and sanple
t he waste.

We feel the need for DOE to enpl oy
1,000 workers to clean up the site, put
Pi keton in cold storage, restore quality to
the air and the water, end the pollution at
t he source, deconmi ssion and decontam nate
the site before you try to build another
facility. W favor a nethod of immediate
di sposal that would reclassify this DOE
DUF- 6 as high-1evel radioactive waste due to
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the variety and anpbunt of unknown
contam nants and decayed product and
di sposed of imediately in deep, dry storage
areas where it can be somehow rendered
i Mmobile and I eft alone. This particular
inventory of DUF-6 is not a clean and good
product and shoul d not be handl ed repeatedly
as proposed.
Now, | do want to say that |'mvery
di sappointed in the Chio EPA that they woul d
consi der noving those cylinders from Cak
Ri dge up here. In Septenber of 1992 in the
cylinder yard there was a val ve knocked off
of one of the cylinders and there was an
ai rborne pollutant, and | put this into many
ot her nmeetings. There was an airborne
threat that | -- and not the first alarmfor
the conmunity residents was even sounded; as
a matter of fact, the conmpany denied this
happened. | nonitored and heard it on ny
home scanner. The airborne pollutant |eft
the site. It went towards the Nationa
Guard building and over toward Wakefi el d.
|'ve been told that Vernald had a
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DU-6 conversion facility, and |'m wondering
what happened to the urani um hexafl uori de
facility. Vernald was shut down. Did that
have anything to do with thembuilding this
conversion facility there?

I now have another request. Mark
Reskof has been working wth our
organi zation to get docunents about the
ground water contami nation, and for the |ast
11 months we have requested documents, and
have gathered a copy of all the docunents we
asked. And as of today we have not got one
si ngl e docunent under the Freedom of
Information Act. And ny request to you
before we go on, do have these docunents --
we have to know what's in these cylinders,
because we weren't supposed to have
plutoniumat the site, and we did have
pl utonium and this DU has pl utonium al so.

This is a statement from Li sa Hel s,
a national organizer for the MIlitary Toxics
Project. The DCE clainmed that trace anmpunts
of plutonium and ot her elenents are not an
i ssue, yet there's no evidence or data to
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support that statement. Some trace
contam nants are highly significant, like
pl ut oni um because safe mi ni num exposure
| evel s cannot be established. The treatnent
of contamination of the stockpile with the
transuranic elenents as insignificant by the
DCE neans lives -- lost ny place -- the
treatment of contamnation -- as
insignificant by the DOE means a new
generation of workers will be exposed to the
dangers of dirty DU

DCE spokesperson Beverly Cook, DCE's
| daho operations manager, said, referring to
pl utonium "Since the |ate 1940s,
gover nient - sponsored research shows that
very snmall particles |odge deeply in the
| ungs where they remain indefinitely."
According to respected scientists, as little
at 80 mllionths of a gram of plutonium
i nhal ed guarantees a fatal case of |ung
cancer after 85 percent of the plutonium has
been exhal ed." The EIS should specifically
address the plutoniumor transuranics
present in the stockpile.
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Before DOE builds a new facility,
there should be testings and sanpling to
det erm ne how much, if any, of the DUF-6
stock is clean enough to use or convert.

The risks and costs are considerable in a
plan to transport, handle, and nove the

di sintegrating cylinders when the nmateri al

m ght be usable. Assessing the types,

| evel s, and anmounts of the transuranic

el ements and the agi ng by-product of the DCE
stock should be a priority.

New met hods of handling must be
established in order to protect everyone
wor ki ng on the conversion site and the
surroundi ng conmunity wi thout exception. At
the Portsnouth site, if DOE will be
denol i shing the ol d gaseous diffusion
facility in order to build the conversion
facility, current and past workers have
expressed the biggest exposure problems wll
be in the dust that lies within the facility
wal I s, pipes, air ducts, and the physica
plant. The EI'S nmust consi der contam nation
of the facility as well as the health and
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safety of the construction and denolition
wor ker s.

Converting the entire stockpile of
depleted DU-6 will lead to nore than 50, 000
enpty cylinders will increase the already
nmassi ve problem of how DOE is to di spose of
slightly contam nated scrap. The EI S nust
consider what to do with the enpty
cyl i nders.

The EI S shoul d assess the economic
i mpact of this facility on their region
including the following. Conduct a health
i nventory of the current and past workers
and civilians within a 36-nile radius of
Pi ket on and Paducah sites to figure the
costs to the conmunity when workers are made
too ill to work or when they get laid off
and cannot sustain a living. Data can be
gathered fromthe health care and i nsurance
i ndustries, made available for public and
i ndependent anal ysis, and used to estimate
future nortality and norbidity rates of al
peopl e at ri sk.

The nunber of job provided by the
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construction and operation of the conversion
facility versus the nunber of jobs that can
be provided with reclamati on and restoration
of the environnent and final cleanup during
shut down procedures of the decomm ssioning
and decontani nati on, and the operation of
cold storage. There are significant
uncertainties regarding the time and cost
needed to acconplish the preferred plan

The npst expensive conversion
operation is the preferred plan by the DOE
DUF-6 to netal, yet there is no active
market for the netal. Once it is in -- once
it is converted into nmetal, it cannot be
stored for |long periods or be disposed of at
any of the lowlevel disposal sites in the
U S. The EIS nust address what to do with
the nmetal once it is converted.

The extent of reporting and
characterization of trace radionuclides in
DUF-6 stock is a significant uncertainty
that could adversely affect the costs of
handl i ng, transporting, and disposal. The
El S shoul d i nclude an anal ysis of the cost
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to handl e, transport and di spose of
cont anmi nat ed stock.

The NRC has expressed concerns about
t he near-surface disposal of |arge anounts
of DUin any form The EI'S should
specifically address disposal of all forns
of converted DU

The EI S shoul d address the cost to
build, maintain, and operate the conversion
facility.

The EI'S shoul d cal cul ate the
| ong-term econom ¢ i npacts on the community;
for example, the potential |oss of other
i ndustries due to | owered | and val ues, and
the threat of contam nated air and water
supplies by radi oactive waste. The |ack of
econoni ¢ diversity can have devastating,
| ong-term effects.

The EI'S shoul d consider the cost of
retai ning workers. These econonically
stressed regi ons of our country becone the
dunpi ng ground for the pollution-based
i ndustry and governnent operations. It is
predatory to offer pollution-based jobs in
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an area where people are depressed for work
whil e pronpbting the idea that everyday life
i s more dangerous than working near toxic
wast e. When we hear propaganda |ike, "there
is no danger," and, "there is radiation al
over the earth,"” and, "you are exposed in
everyday life," it is hard to believe the
rest of what you hear fromthe same source.
These offers are not made in areas where the
work force has a choice. They are generally
made where the workers have no ot her

choi ces.

W favor a nethod of handling that
is fail-safe -- neaning no one can possibly
be exposed, ever -- a method that will clean
up and decontanminate a site before a new
facility is built, and a disposal process
that binds the radionuclides, rendering them
beni gn and i nmobil e before final storage.

The workers are the greatest risk
because they are exposed to the
radi onucl i des and the highest
concentrations.

The second group that stands to be
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exposed is the workers' famly and the
children not yet born. There's no form of
protection that is too expensive when you
consi der the cost of human suffering and
| oss of a loved one. Finally, we favor a
pl an that includes and expects active
i nvol venent fromthe comunities that are
nost directly affected, because we believe
that public participation is necessary to
ensure a safe and heal thy conmunity.

I"d like to nmake one other conment
as to the stakehol der process here at
Pi keton plant. They claimthey have a
st akehol der process, and |I'm one of those
st akehol ders, but | haven't been in a
st akehol der nmeeting for two years. But yet,
| have a group who is doing a survey about
the I ongtime stewardship of the site, and
they've talked to the stakehol ders. Now, if
they' ve had neetings, | haven't been
infornmed. As far as | know, they haven't
had a stakehol ders neeting at this point.
But yet, they use these people to put in
little famly get-togethers and -- but they
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don't cone to the conmmunity and don't |isten
and don't hear that these workers are sick
and dyi ng.

You go ahead. You want to nove al
the cylinders up here, you go ahead. But
"Il tell you, there will be nore cry in
this community than you've ever heard.

MR, ARMSTRONG. The next person
signed up to speak is Dan M ntner

DAN M NTNER: My speech will be a
little longer than Vina's. First off, I'ma
bit shocked at the -- | heard that runor
about the DOE's | awyers' decision about a
single |l ow plant option or doing it
somewhere el se. Obviously, it was clear in
the environmental inpact statenent. Being
involved in this since the beginning with
the Chio EPA, their concerns about this
material, we were able to articulate a plan
even secure funding of about 370-some
mllion dollars potentially for the EIS
towards this. This would be a good start.
If I could refer to the econo acts. There
are several persons who wote a great
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portion of that legislation. It was never
the intention for this, no plants, or
neither plant, or one plant option, and |I'm
sure the | awmrakers are aware of that. And
think that being a public statement is
i mportant tonight. | heard that by the
administration in the Wite House tw weeks
ago. | was shocked then, even referring to
the final statenment by your own docunents.

And again, not to read as much as
Vina did, but the conversion of DUF-6 will
take place at each plant of the Portsnouth
and Paducah gaseous diffusion plants. It's
pretty clear that even you understood at
that time that was the intent of Congress.
It was the intent of the | awnakers, so I'ma
bit shocked at that.

Let's switch to the purpose of the
Envi ronnental |npact Statement. | represent
a nunber of workers here that are the
wor kers that would performthis activity for
the RPF that have the right of first
refusal. Unsafe environmental needed
process. | know there's sone concern about
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bringing the cylinders from Gak Ri dge, but
because of the volune, it would have to be
done in a safe way. | understand Vina's
concern for that, but we al so understood the
need for that to be generated to a single
facility.

And economics, | can't believe that
be done in an environmentally safe and sound
way, but that would be our first and nost

i mportant, to be sure it was done safely.

Two, | guess it would have to -- you
have to do it. First of all, you have to
build a facility, et cetera and so on. 1'd
like to remind folks, | don't think we'd

have this fudging if it wasn't for the
envi ronnental process. The Ohio EPA has a
good arrangement. Some ot her regul atory
i ssues, the -- potential can be used for
this. | don't know that we'd even be
dealing with the issue if it wasn't for
i ndi vi dual efforts of stakehol ders, and
that's taken efforts. |It's ensured we're
where we are today.

It's just appalling to ne it doesn't
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come to a fruition. So it looks like it's
back to the policies and for the fol ks at
DCE, and we'll see if we can get that done
here shortly. | think that's really the
crux of this. W want it done safely. W
want it done environmentally sound. W
woul d expect it to go as pl anned.

This isn't something that just
happened. | questioned whet her we woul d do
this under EPA accel erated versus
environnental inpact. | suspect that's not
an option. That mnight have been the reason
at one point. But again -- | think that
wi Il conclude nmy comrents rather than going
too I engthy, so --

MR, ARMSTRONG  Thank you, sir. |Is
t here anyone who has not signed up that
wi shes to speak? This public record will
remai n open and accept coments from you
t hrough January 11th, 2002. Conmments that
are postmarked by this date will be included
in the public record. |If you wish to have
your comrents on the official record after
toni ght, you nmay submit witten conments to
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Kevin Shaw with the U. S. Departnent of
Energy. Conmments can be submitted through
the U S. Postal Service., by fax, by e-mail,
and through the project web site nentioned
previously, and that information is on the
back of this brochure.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, the tine is
7:05, according to nmy watch. | want to
t hank each of you for conming this evening.
' m al ways conforted to know of people
willing to give up their time to attend such
neeti ngs, especially when the weather is as
bad as it is outside. Margaret Mead never
doubted that a small group of people can
change the world. Indeed, it's the only
thing that ever does.

Your participation has made this
nmeeti ng a success, and we thank you for your
attendance. Pl ease be safe when you drive
hore.

The tinme is 7:06. The nmeeting is
officially adjourned. The folks from DOE
will remain for as long as you'd like to
visit with them Thank you for coning.
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- =O=-

Ther eupon, the neeting of Novenber

28, 2001, was concluded at 7:06 p.m

- =0=-
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF OCH O
SS.
COUNTY OF FRANKLI N :

I, Dawn M Morrison, a Notary
Public in and for the State of Chio, duly
conmi ssi oned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the wi thin-named neeting was
gi ven was reduced to stenotypy in the
presence of said attendees, afterwards
transcri bed; that the foregoing is a true
and correct transcript of the testinony to
the best of my ability; and that this
neeting was taken at the tine and place in
t he foregoing caption specified.

| do further certify that | am not
a relative, enmployee, or attorney of any of
the parties hereto; that | amnot a relative
or enpl oyee of any attorney or counse
enpl oyed by the parties hereto; that | am
not financially interested in the action
and further, | amnot, nor is the court
reporting firmwith which I amaffiliated,
under contract as defined in Cvi

Rul e 28(D).

In witness whereof, | have
hereunto set my hand and affixed nmy seal of
of fice at Col unbus, GChio, on this day
of , 2001.

Dawn M Morrison
Notary Public, State of Ohio

My conmmi ssion expires: 02-16-2005
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